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The speakers said with concern that there is in the capital 
of the republic ard in other large cities no sense that 
Gee 20 sar an co. Tay Gnnne ae Seer 


could contribute to the implementation of the resolu- 
tions passed by international organizations, and to work 
actively on conveying to the world public the truth about 
the predatory actions of the Armenian aggressors. 


Those who spoke emphatically condemned the 


this meeting 


words, rumors, and slanderous articles are not backed by 
a single specific suggestion or constructive thought. 


no benefit either to the people or the independe _ state 
of Azerbaijan. It is merely damage that has been caused 
from year to year. All these blows, having mounted up, 
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this does not mean that this patience is unlimited. 


I believe that for Azerbaijan to be extricated from the 
state of war all forces must now unite. All specific 
proposals in this connection will be studied and applied. 
I have not heard any today. There was just one specific 

ncerning the creation of a consultative 
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Inasmuch as this is a very big problem, 

specific discussion of ways out of the war s 
t 

dently, I ask the representatives of all the parties 
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the war. We will examine all of them in the consultative 
council, and I will examine them as president also. 


Some of those who spoke here our successes in 
the achievement of a pony a ie continue to 
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be frank. Military matters are not decided by one person. 
Each party has the opportunity to apply to a state body in 
writing and to obtain a written response. But we should 
not be writing in the newspapers that one battalion did 
this, another battalion, the other, and so forth. 


Yesterday I called in Etibar Mamedov’s presence the 
chief of the Main Staff and told him that eight battalions 
had, it is said, liquidated and that this was why we 

n defeated. I ascertained that this was not the 








monstrous facts. In some army units both in the past and 
until recently, the commanders would five days before 
the issue of pay give 70-80 percent of the fighters home 
leave, appropriating their money for themselves. In 
addition, they would extort bribes from them so that 
they might be given home leave. When we revealed the 
truth, reporting this on television, some people objected: 
You cannot talk about the army this way. But what 
should we do? This is the truth, and without disclosing 
this truth, there is be no result. 


All this—the fact that an army has not been formed as 
yet, that there have come to be negative elements in its 
ranks, that individual mafia groupings deriving personal 
gain from everything have begun to operate within the 
army (such, incidentally, was the grouping of Alikram 
Gumbatcv, although many people spoke about him to 
me as a hero, yet he has done such thievery in the region 
as to have grabbed an armed unit)—is the most impor- 
tant reason for our defeats. 


Our priority path is negotiations in various directions for 
a peaceful settlement of the problem. At the same time, 
on the other hand, we need to organize the army at the 
proper level, strengthen it, and form highly professional 
units so that Azerbaijan might defend itself both today 
and tomorrow and in five and 10 years’ time. If Azerba- 
ijan is an independent state, it should know how to 
defend itself. Whoever, therefore, has specific proposals 
on this issue and on the question of our peace negotia- 
tions and on the use of other possibilities of the state, let 
him say what paths he sees. Someone could, possibly, do 
something besides this also—let him say, and I will only 
be grateful. 


In respect to the army: Let us reach agreement. It has 
been said here that the army needs political leaders. 
Indeed, there are 40 parties, and if each sends his 
representative, what would be the result? In the past 
there was one—the Communist Party—and each army 
subunit, from the platoon up, had a party organization 
and a deputy commander for political matters. In some 
instances other factors are employed, it is said. But it 
seems to me that if we concentrate all forces and appeal 
for assistance to the intelligentsia, religious figures, sci- 
entists, and respected persons, and if they can operate in 
organized fashion, performing the necessary work in the 
army units, and can foster in the fighters ethical and 
moral qualities and fortify their spirit and will—this will 
be both our political and ideological work. But this work 
should be performed not occasionally, but constantly 
and in organized fashion. 


Other questions were broached also. I do not wish to 
dwell on them. We will work in the economic and other 
spheres. The preparations for an important conference 
on problems of the economy are under way at this time; 
it will be held on Friday, evidently. It was rightly 
mentioned here that the decline in production in both 
industry and agriculture has continued here in recent 
years and that the manufactured product is being squan- 
dered. We know that there is a big gap between exports 
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opportunities. We are dealing with these matters. 


Some of those whose activity is connected with the 
economic sphere spoke here. I would ask that the parties 


using the subject of the war 
instrument of struggle. If this goes on, I shall avail myself 
of my powers to adopt the measures. 
have lean suaseneed bine Ghemuiiian tao inion: in 


people, the republic, Azerbaijan, bly, we will 
forced to take serious It has rightly been observed 
here that any step is j in the name of the salvation 
of Azerbaijan. 


I would like these questions to be tackled on the basis of 
mutual accord, national solidarity, and civic unity. This 
would attest to our high culture. It would show that 


Certain speeches toay were connecied with 

policy. We have still ‘one nothing to respond. What 
of personnel policy can there be if there have still 
no serious personnel transformations. There has 
been such talk. At the same tims, on the other hand, 
in mind that policy is a most complex 
Many people have in this transitional period lost 
sense of ethics, unfortunately. Yes, some are 
Dismiss me; I will set up a commercial structure and 
better than before. And this is truly the case. 


It has been said today that bribe-taking has now assumed 
the greatest proportions. I disagree. I was in charge of 
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punished at that time? They were dismissed and expelled 
from the party (this was a big punishment a: that time. 
There is now no Communist Party, and party expulsion 
is no longer frightening). Yes, I resorted to these mea- 
sures. We punished by imprisonment also. But subsc- 
quently those who had been caught taking bribes donned 
the garb of “victims of the ” and came 
to occupy the positions. Are these the realities of 
our life? ls this our history of the pest 20 years? I wes a 
participant in this history. I was merciless toward bribe- 


that they were in this way establishing a close relation- 


oscow or 

. But I will 
sever bo bound ly cash tis, | om toaiy tive tain’ 
with the people spiritually and will live this moral 
philosophy. 


had no money. But the newspaper DZHUMKHUR- 
RIYET appears three times a week, things are even 
better for the newspaper AZADLYG, and the newspaper 
MUSAVAT comes out more often than AZERBAIJAN. 
Where are they getting the money from? With what 
funds are they being published? Is it not the funds of the 
mafia groupings? Or perhaps they inherited the money 
with which they publish the newspapers? 


Let us speak frankly. I have fought bribe-taking all my 
life and will continue to do so. At that time, even if 
people of the system, from my circle, were proving to be 
an obstacle, I would fight alone. It has happened also that 
on five occasions 1 dispatched a commission to look into 
the work of the first secretary of a district party com- 
mittee, and everything was covered up. The sixth time I 
formed a commission that revealed This 


everything. 
person was expelled from the purty and arrested. Then 
Vezirov came and extolled them all. And the 
wrote that whereas the punitive measures in 1937-1938 
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had been carried out by Stalin and Bagirov, in the 1970's 
these punitive measures had been carried out by Geydar 
Aliyev. What punitive measures did I carry 
and will continue to be merciless toward bri 
was and will continue to be merciless 

have never been nor will I ever be gui 
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I agree entirely that not only now but yesterday, 10, 26 


that bribe-taking is widespread in the law enforcement 
authorities themselves, and its dimensions are spreading 
ee an oo Sere oe re 
must fight this, and each in his own . If the 
political parties have ideas on this and have 
specific considerations or information on actual 
instances of bribe-taking, we are prepared to use them. 
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workable proposal. We could implement it. 


I hope that our present meeting will in/*iate all subse- 
quent work. We will in the very near future adopt 
decisions on the proposals that have been ex 
here—on the consultative council and the rest. I ask the 
political parties once again to present within five days’ 


factor laying the fovrrdation of civil unity and civil 
solidarity in Azerbaijan. Au revoir. 
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effected, that is, it becomes cheaper compare to the 
dollar, the deutsche mark, and so on. 


slump and prices to grow in our country, we lower the 
exchange rate of the ruble little by little. Of course, for a 
certain period of time it is possible to sustain a greatly 


RUSSIA 


reserves of the Central Bank are a dead 


swindlers get 50 percent in our country. I advise 
citizens against getting involved with companies 
engaging in speculative operations. High rates of profit 
are always accompanied by the colossal risk of never 
recouping the invested funds. 

{[Lukyanchenko] They say that some Swiss banks 
exchange our rubles into [hard] currency. 


ag te a It is possible. There are various interests, 
r example, to maintain our embassy staff in Moscow— 














“Competent Opinion”: “The Difficulties Experienced 


banks, and other credit and financial 
institutions, the banks are ensuring on the whole the 
normal operation of the economy during the most compli- 
cated period of transition from a totalitarian to a market 
economy, all the current difficulties notwithstanding. This 
is what V.V. Muzhitskikh, chairmaa of the boerd of the 
Elektrobanx Commercial Bank and the author of this 
article offered to you, believes. However, in his opinion, 
many problems affecting the banking sector not only 
remain unsolved but are even being aggravated. 
Legislation is the first problem. The debate over to 
whom the Central Bank is subordinated goes on. We 
need stability in the interests of the strength of our credit 
and monetary system, the reliability of commercial 


local government organs is envisioned. Naturally, under 
the new conditions we need such a Central Bank and 


I do not maintain that the Central Bank is free of flaws. 


bank plays a secondary role, being subordinated and 
resubordinated to various government structures. 


is insolvent, what has this got to do with the bank, even 
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banks alone and the Central Bank can solve is 
in grave error. The enterprises themselves and the entire 
economy should be restructured. 

















10 RUSSIA 


information system similar to SWIFT [Society for 
Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunication] 
out of regional systems. 


Providing escorts to clients abroad is the next issue. If we 
look at foreign experience, all the banks provide escorts 
for their clients in virtually all countries of the world. 


our representative offices abroad. The cost of training 


primary center. The Association of Russian Banks could 
offer assistance in this endeavor. We should be aware 
that at present we are still getting by with cadres who 
were trained in the environment of a centralized 
economy. Training new cadres of bank employees is our 
Soe Sn a ee ay 
it for us. 


The issue of investment is one of the greatest problems. 
If we exist for another year or two within the same 
arrahgement as at present, an overwhelming number of 
enterprises which ensure the maintenance of the 
economy at a certain level will shut down because of the 
wear on fixed assets. Equipment has been 70-80 percent 
depreciated in tl: fuel and energy sector and in metal- 
lurgy. The ente: prises are in danger of shutting 
Some attach their hopes to banks. However, 


t 


scrape up all the monies, including statutory capital, this 
will be nothing compared to what is needed. Where are 
resources to be obtained? They are available in the 


z 


country. Many different off-budget investment 
have emerged in Russia. They are disbursed 
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energy complex, a base industry which 
viability of the entire economy. Otherwise, 
threatened with a reduction in electricity generation and 
a new increase in rates for it. 
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repayment of credit that are the main arguments but 
rather the fact that construction has begun. The sup- 
porters of this procedure refer to the fact that the 





complete projects 
current conditions and what the returns f om the newly 
banks are put at an impasse. Who will pay back thei 
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than be mere transshipment points: We have issued you 
centralized credit, you clean up the mess yourseives. 
Nothing like this exists anywhere in the world. 


The banks under the Ministry of Finarce should ensure 


sats tion, Sock acompiay sup Tages 0 anaiber 
to R249 billion. Such ; company may a number 
of large projects and extend credit to them in many 
regions of the country on ifs own, without using the 
Se Oe en ee eee 
company remain independent and are not 

to the government or other structures. In addition to 


it is approached by banks that do not belong to it. 
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In our last interview I told you that, for 

gross product of 15 trillion [rubies] in 1992, if 

at the 1:650 exchange rate of the dollar at 

it possible to say that we produced a gross product of 
wid fall short of $200. This & 


billion. If we divide this 
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[Skokov] Let us talk about rights. Yesterday, the right 
work was laid down in our Constitution. At 
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you do not if you do not want to. The 
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dation for economic behavior. It is based on confidence 
in the authorities and the law. What confidence can there 


be given our instability? 


[Tarkhova] What has been your most serious disappoint- 
ment in recent years—a person, an idea? 


[Piyasheva] it is the policy of conducting Gay- 
dar’s economic You see, a lot was expected of 
him. He came to take a which had been cleared 


a monumental of the people. Let us recall 
how it happened: We had fought Ligachev, Ryzhkov, 
Abalkin.... We cleared away one obstacle after another. 
So, the 1991 August putsch failed, a democratic govern- 


meant came in, and there were no obstacies to 
> nae iaiaee reforms. It did not 
out. 
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[Piyasheva] It is badly needed. Economics and law-~-one 
does not work without the other, and we see it every day. 


eSienis ba te aan. Wee wate tow a 

this matter. No matter how our 
views of economic problems are, I must admit that he is 
one cf the few of our leaders who know how to achieve a 
set goal. His word can be trusted. As far as I am 
concerned.... I do not know how to be depressed for a 
long time. I must work. 


Labor Ministry Provides Statistics for 1993 
944504434 Moscow RABOCHAYA TRIBUNA 
in Russian $ Feb 94 pp 1-2 . 


[Article by Yelena Vasilkova: “But As Far As the Rest Is 
Concerned—Everything Is Coming Up Roses!”’] 


[Text] 
Ministry of Labor Provides Results for Last Year 


Popatation Income 


Population income increased 11-fold over the level of 
1992. However, this takes into account the incomes of 


people engaged in entrepreneurial activity. If these are 
not taken into account, the level of income 


More than 30 percent of the populace have incomes 
lower than the minimum wage level, and 13 percent have 
incomes which do not exceed the cost of the minimum 
subsistence selection. And this does not consider the 
quality of nourishment, a factor of serious concern to 














schoolchildren no longer receive milk at breakfast. 


Wages 


Wages increased 9.9-fold over the level of 1992, which 
corresponds approximately to the growth in consumer 
prices. But in December of last year wages increased only 
eightfold over the level of the previous December, while 
prices rose almost 10-fold. The differential seen with 


Employment and Unemployment 


Considering sectors of the national economy, the most 
significant employment reductions were seen in science 
and construction. Yet the number of people employed in 
credit services, insurance, tax inspectorates, public 
notary offices, and legal services is increasing. 


Labor relations 


Labor relations are characterized as tense. The reasons: 
nonconformance of labor legislation to new economic 
conditions and the absence of an effective system of 
protecting the labor rights of workers. 

Contract forms of labor relations based on principles of 


Labor Conditions and Social Insurance 


Every day about 30 individuals lose their lives and more 
than 50 become disabled in the production sphere. Some 
400 accidents occur each year. Expenses incurred 
enterprises related to damage compensation exceed 
billion rubles [R] per year. Our level of occupational 
trauma is two to times greater than in the developed 
countries of Europe. Nonetheless, enterprises are 
reducing funds designated for ensuring occupational 
safety, and in the private sector they often do not allocate 
such funds at all. 


| the landslide drop in 
standard of living of the population which began in 1992 


the Population’ Standard of Living andthe Situation in 
the Consumer Market in 1993”] 


[Text] Over the past year the Russian government's 
actions have been 
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period of the preceding year (in constant prices) shows a 
certain increase in the share of persons whose material 
situation became relatively better. 
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Threshold and Level of Poverty in Russia (monthly averages) 
1993 




















1992 1994 
March Ce ee tire os te March eirgye eevee inn oro March 
ethane | Slee 
Subsistence minimum (upper 1,400 2,900 $,700 10,700 37,700 62,000 98,000 
threshold of poverty), rubles 
per capita 
maintenance minimum 800 1,500 2,90 5,400 15,700 21,000 33,500 
(lower threshold of poverty), rubles 
per 
Population with income below 35 aN 42 $7 $7 $4 59 
subsistence level, million persons 
as % of total population $7.0 32.8 28.2 38.4 38.5 36.2 40.2 
Population with income below 28 10 7 i 7 « $ 
maintenance level, 
million persons 
as % of total population 19.0 6.9 48 1.4 4.5 2.8 3.6 





























Stock Market Activities for 1993 Viewed 


944E0420A Moscow DELOVOY MIR in Russian 
No 8, 17-23 Jan 94 p 3 


(Unattributed article: “Stock Market 1993: Some 
Results. What Happened, and What Will Hapren....”) 


[Text] Due to the development of the general informa- 
tion infrastructure and aspects of the technical infra- 


and the number of issuers whose stock actively circulates 
on the secondary market increased substantially, the 
number of those actively speculating in the securities of 
private and institutional investors grew considerably. In 
the latter instance an important role was 
fact that the intensification of inflationary 
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market grew the most as secondary trading in the shares 











special E 
transactions with the shares of three or four local banks 
have accounted for more than 80 percent of the commer- 


in particular, may be the explanation for the stable and 
extremely high rates of of quotations of bank 
stock in the summer and fall of 1993. The St. Petersburg 


Bank, Promstroybank, and Vitabank are among the 
largest issuers in this group. 


There were also other reasons for the sharp increase in 
the value of stock of commercial banks. Thus, a leap in 
the value of Inkombank stock in the fall of this year was 
due to a combination of circumstances occurring 


company, Shearson Lehman 
Brothers [rendered in English in original). This 
American 


the bank. The Irtan joint-stock company by 
Inkombank played the role of lead dealer. The set of 
measures taken made it possible to substantially raise the 
quotations of bank shares on the market. From the 
second half of July on, the value of Inkombank stock has 


continuously remained above the previously unattain- 
able mark of 45,000 rubles [R], reaching R49,000 on the 
exchange and R50,000 in off-exchange transactions. 


As experts study the development of the Russian non- 


state securities market, on the whole they still that 
the liquidity of traded stock remains at an 

level. Nonetheless, an extensive process of conversion to 
joint-stock operations and privatization in Russia lays 
the foundation (in the long term) for the rapid growth 
and expansion of the stock market in Russia. 

pe tt lh cert dy oy ae ge Bd 
pare ge row nay Ayre Ay bn FE be 
capeble of ensuring an depth stock 
Sake & haan ie panei Gasiien amen 
the market. The first group was made up of voucher 
investment funds which have raised massive batches of 
privatization vouchers in the process of voucher priva- 
tization. The second is being made up of insurance 
companies; the volume of attracted insurance premiums 
of the largest of them come to dozens of billions of rubles 
a year. Finally, in the fall of this year the process of 
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Economy’s Performance in 1993 Summarized 


PM0802154594 Moscow ROSSIYSKAYA GAZETA 
in Russian 8 Feb 94 First Edition p 4 


[Unattributed report “based on Russian State Com- 
mittee for Statistics material”: “Difficult Path to the 
Market. Results cf Russia's Socioeconomic Develop- 
ment in 1993 Summed Up”] 


[Text] 
Production and Use of Gross Domestic Product 
Gross Domestic Product [GDP], which is calculated as 


Industry 
production dropped 16.2 percent compared 
with 1992 and 16.1 percent in and 


i 
i 


ash (down 26 percent), !.4 million tonnes of caustic soda 
(down 22 percent), 8.6 million tonnes of mineral fertil- 
izers (down 22 percent), 349,000 tonnes of chemical 
fibers and yarns (Gown 26 percent), and 36.1 million 
automobile tires (down 14 percent). 


The chemical and pharmaceutical industry reduced pro- 
duction of 11 out of 16 highly important pharmacother- 
apeutic preps cations. 
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oil—19.1 percent, natural gas—17.0 percent, and petro- 
machines and equipment 


There was a positive balance of trade in 1993 of $16.0 
billion (in 1992 the positive balance was $5.4 billion). 


Foreign Economic Ties With Nearby Foreign Countries 


of 1993 have switched to private ownership by 
of flotation (entirely or in part), while 69 percent have 


prices 
their fixed capital was revalued in 1992) had a total value 
of over R753 billion. 


The average value of one privatized enterprise in munic- 
ipal, territorial, and federal ownership was R12 million, 
R16 million, and R54 million respectively. 
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in federal ownership. 


Some 13 percent of the floated enterprises sold 
shares for sale, while over three-fourths of the number of 


enterprises privatized by sale paid the full purchase 
contract price. 


= 
g 


Monetary resources totaling R340 billion and 40 million 
tion of enterprises in January-November ( 
from enterprises privatized in 1992). 


municipally-owned 

while the figures were R56 billion (17 per- 

cent) and 9.6 million checks (24 percent) respectively for 
enterprises in territorial ownership and R103 billion (30 
percent) and ee eo 
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totaled R1.6 trillion in 199 

Around one-third of the total number of 

banks have been organized on the basis of former special 
banks and over 60 percent are newly-formed banks. 
Commercial banks are given 80 percent of the total 
credit investment in the national economy. 
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In 1993, pension payments were revised quarterly. The 
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well-off, whereas this was 7.5-8 in late 1992 and on 1005, 1.4 eitian Cabin same bom, SORE or 06 

4.5 in 1991. By the of 1993 there were 40 million t down on 1992. The birth rate per 1,000 dropped 

people (27 percent of the total population) with average 10.7 to 9.2. 

Le a a a ose ing) The number of deaths ovr the year roe by 360,00, o 
992. 


Hoa, 30,300 for pensioners, and R42,800 for children. 


The differentiation of the population in terms of prop- 
erty is not as great as that in terms of income. According 
to a Russia-wide of 
incomes below the 


| 
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figure was 220,000, or 14 percent). 


in 
Serey S egg: Saatee 1993, 


944E0422A Moscow DELOVOY MIR in Russian 
No 2, 10-16 Jan 94 pp 14-15 


[Text] This material reflects wy 
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The radical changes in the economic environment and 
social conditions of life that have taken place over the 
past years have caused a change in old norms and values 
and have led to substantial changes in the mechanism of 
with respect to private property and private enterprise. 
Research conducted in May 1991 showed that as early as 
then the notion of private property had begun to free 


attitude toward the business at hand. In another survey 
conducted in June 1992, 25 percent of the respondents 
expressed the opinion that private enterprise is the factor 
capable of leading Russia out of the economic crisis; 16 
percent held a diametrically opposite point of view; and 
59 percent were not certain. 


It should be noted, however, that a positive attitude in 
the public opinion toward private business so far essen- 
tially represents nothing other than a new ideological 
stereotype. Speaking of private property in general, in 
the abstract, the respondents mean the prosperity 
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Even given the seeming “either/or” choice of answers to 





the course of transition to « market” 
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is the nerve of the economic that reaches 
individual people. The by the costs of 
taxation manifests itself in deformation of stimuli 
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work, and creates a certain competition between 














FBIS-USR-94-015 
17 February 1994 


state sector, and consider it their primary job that 
permits them to retain some social guarantees. 


Secondary employment is not limited to combining work 
at state enterprises with work in the private sector. Quite 
often private entrepreneurs, too, do extra work at state 

enterprises. A survey conducted in June 1993 showed 
os Ue cceuion 42 catiees have on Gaaicahl inenme 
besides their income earned at the primary job. Natu- 
rally, the proportional share of persons who have a 


munications, and a number of other sectors of the 
national economy, the share of such persons comprised 
12-13 percent. At the same time, secondary employment 
for the purpose of earning additional income is very 
common among workers whose activities are not subject 
to a strict technological routine. 


It is also interesting that the level of income from the 
main and secondary occupation among some catego- 
ries of people often depends more on secondary 
income than income from the main job. Only for about 
one-half of those who have a second job is the extra 
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number of respondents in the all-Russia sample) have 
extra income that is equal to or even greater than that 
at the main place of employment. This factor requires 
separate consideration, since it is unclear how much 


we be tains Ghee eatveciendl ams of har toe 
ities, and overcoming alienation of labor. 


Materials of representative surveys of workers, specialist 
cadres in the national economy, and other categories of 
the labor force conducted in different years by a com- 


parative methodology provide some insight into the state 
of affairs. For instance, the question “Could you work 




















income smaller than the main income. The rest (their better than now?” produced the following distribution of 
proportional share comprised 14 percent of the total § answers (in percents of the number of persons polled): 
Reapondents replies Sarvey dates 
1986 1988 July 1993 
Of course I could ae 43 43 
Probably could 22 38 37 
No, I could not 12 19 10 
Not sure 10 














The facts show graphically that attempts to reform the 
economy through cosmetic measures during the period 
of perestroyka, and the subsequent fundamental change 
in the system of economic relations and administration 
equally failed to create conditions that would allow most 
workers to develop and realize their potential. 


Naturally, the concrete causes and circumstances that 
compel people to work with half the effort are far from 
identical when comparing the past with the present. In 
the past, what stood in the way of professional self- 
realization was the preponderance of command- 
administrative methods of administration; now it is the 
disintegration of economic ties, supply, distribution of 
output, and so on. In the past, labor collectives fre- 
quently suffered from an end-of-the-period rush; now 
they are hurt by the impossibility of providing enough 
work for the people. For instance, according to Gosko- 
mstat data, about 3 million workers, or almost 5 percent 
of the total employed labor force, were sent on adminis- 
trative leave at the administration’s initiative over Jan- 
uary-June 1993. In excess of another 1.5 percent were 
transferred to a shortened work week. 


The unused available potential affects not only blue- 
collar workers, but also engineers and technicians, as 
well as the administrative staff. As during the years of 
economic stagnation, 73 percent of specialist cadres in 
the national economy surveyed in 1993 said that they 
work considerably below their capacity, that their abili- 
ties have been and remain unused. 


There is no need to argue that a worker becomes a master 
of production in substance—not just in terms of being 
legally formalized—only when he is in a position to 
influence the management of production and has the 
right of vote in the distribution of profits. The full extent 
and breadth of participation in management is the most 
important indicator of change in economic relations and 
at the same time the main criterion of developing labor 
motivation that corresponds to the national economy. 
Theoretically, transferring state enterprises into joint- 
stock holding and giving them economic independence 
was supposed to accomplish precisely this. 


Research conducted in 1993 at enterprises, half of which 
by then had been converted to joint-stock holding, 
showed, however, that trade unions as an institution of 
collective management have lost even the past minimal 
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influence on the process of making principally important 
decisions. It is not accidental that only 23 percent of 
at their enterprises are capable of handling the tasks 
emerging in the environment of a free-market economy, 
and only 57 percent of the respondents supported 
unequivocally the preservation of trade unions. Also 


























hardly reassuring is the fact that the proportional share not improved. This very troubling 

of members of production collectives who attempt to is clearly seen from the answers to the ques- 

influence the management of their enterprise does not _tion: “How will your wages tf you work better and 

exceed 10-15 percent. Even among them, however, a more effectively at your ? (in percents of the 

majority believes that the administration does not take § number of persons polled): 

Respunienes replies aghieees bag cme Ue a) er ieee Ne Bee caddies pat muni 

Will increase considerably 14 12 

Will increase slightly 19 18 

Will remain the same 47 $3 

Not sure 20 17 

Investment Orientation the is quite substantial. to special- 
ists’ expert estimates, the volume of cash in 


Production decline, the increase in past due arrears 
among enterprises, the instability of the financial 
market, continuously rising interest rates, and inflation 
all contributed to a protracted and steady worsening of 
the investment environment. According to expert 
opinion polls of chairmen of regional banks of the 
Savings Banks of Russia conducted in December 1992 
and September 1993, even this bank, which possesses 
considerable financial resources, currently is not inter- 
ested in investing in production. Its efforts are concen- 
trated mainly on financing middlemen activities and 
deposits trading. Most respondents indicated that they 
readily issue credits mainly to commercial banks. Only 
14 percent of chairmen of territorial savings banks 
indicated that their banks capitalize their assets by 
investing in individual enterprises. And even in that, 
only those who by virtue of their monopoly position earn 
superprofits. 


The terms of credit and the tax policy, which make 
production of goods and services unprofitable, separate 
the banking and production capital. It is very rare even 
for relatively large banks to capitalize their assets 
through acquisition of enterprises’ stock. 


As banks’ and enterprises’ investment activities decline 
sharply, the population becomes increasingly prominent 
as an investor. This is caused by a number of circum- 
stances. Among them are the availability of stocks for 
sale, a large-scale privatization of state property, and a 
high rate of inflation, which compels people to look for 
ways to protect their income. 


Despite the fact that the nominal income of the popula- 
tion rises more slowly than consumer prices, some 
people attempt to set aside savings as insurance for the 
future. Given the modest degree of consumption on the 
part of most people, money accumulation in the hands of 


ical surveys of Russia’s residents provide evi- 
dence most people are skeptical with respect to the 
real value of vouchers. 


However, in those instances where voucher owners are 


tization. For instance, to the question “Are you satisfied 
with the way 


in November 1993, the replies were distributed as fol- 
lows (in percents of the number of persons polled): 
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Yes, satisfied 3 
Partly satisfied, partly not 16 
Not satisfied 34 
I believe that privatization has not started yet 16 
No opinion 27 
No answer 7 


Despite massive advertising of investment funds in the 
mass media, so far they have been less than a success, 
since the proportional share of voucher owners who have 
not decided how to use them comprises about half of the 
adult population. Judging by the results of sociological 
surveys and the official data, by the end of 1993 only 
one-third of voucher holders had exchanged privatiza- 
tion vouchers for stocks of investment funds and enter- 
prises or sold them for cash. 


Research conducted at enterprises in Moscow, Stavropol 
Kray, and Nizhniy Novgorod and Tyumen Obiasts in the 
summer of 1993 revealed the respondents’ intentions as 
to how they plan to use their privatization vouchers. As 
it turned out, 38 percent of the want to 
exchange them for their enterprises’ stock; 10 percent, to 
exchange them for stock of other enterprises; 9 percent 
want to sell them; 8 percent, to exchange privatization 
vouchers for stock of investment funds; and, finally, 35 
percent have not decided how they are going to use the 
vouchers or simply do not know what to do with them. 


Thus, first, the bulk of the population remains a passive 
participant of voucher privatization; second, a contra- 
dictory situation exists: Most people do not wish to 
exchange vouchers for stocks of investment funds, but 
the rules of the “game” imposed on them are such that 
privatization funds are set up as practically the only 
possible agent available of most of the population in 
order to participate in the voucher-based privatization 
process. Confidence in investment funds and vouchers 
may rise only if these funds show more convincingly 
their connection to profitable enterprises. So far, how- 
ever, this is not sufficiently taken into consideration in 
advertising and practical activities. 


The sluggish advancement of the voucher-based privati- 
zation and the fact that most people place little value on 
privatization vouchers and have not decided what to do 
with them most likely will result in a mass surrender of 
them to the nearest investment fund on the eve of the 
deadline for exchanging vouchers for stocks. 


Social Change: New Trends 


The social structure of the population, being a corollary 
of changes in the system of economic relations, never- 
theless exerts a tremendous influence on the economy, 
defining to a large extent the algorithm of development 
of political processes and spiritual life. Therefore, it is 
crucially important to constantly evaluate transforma- 
tions in the population’s social structure, to identify the 
peculiarities of needs and interests of different social 
groups, clusters, and strata, and to study the mechanism 
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of how social processes are interrelated with economic, 


The difficulty of such analysis is in the absence of 


of economic and political interests. For this reason in 
particular, political parties and movements cannot find a 
permanent social base, become a 
between the population and the state, acting as a sup- 
porting structure of the society’s political system. 


Naturally, the redistribution of property between dif- 
ferent economic systems and subjects of economic rela- 
tions is far from completed. That is why the picture of 
social stratification is so unstable. For instance, 


economic managers, who have considerable 
with respect to participation in the privatization of 
property as compared to other population groups, as well 


in transportation, construction, and in the sphere of 
finances. The explanation for this is that middleman 
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I have everything | need 





My living is quite acceptable 





I live from paycheck to paycheck 





I cannot make the ends meet, live in poverty 
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Decline in the standard of living 
Rising crime 








Weak state authority 
Worsening interethnic relations 
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Decline in the standard of living 
Loss of professional skills 








Feeling that life is meaningless 





Friends and family treat one like a loser 
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wes 1 wow L on | - 
Hes seats ye dean rie yom strimmer oF vig | 
I have everything | need 9 6 6 5 
Satisfactory 71 66 63 ial 
Cannot make ends meet 20 28 31 32 
Hew mas jen amakes io) semibon  eumgee ove hee game yom 
improved 26 18 16 . 
Has not changed 43 41 27 31 
Became worse 31 41 $7 61 
Le poe eptmien tll (con aber ins Se EbO IME. gem ee re Cie oe Fem me Core 
Will improve 25 16 13 6 
Will remain the same 17 17 21 19 
Will get worse 14 26 29 43 
No opinion 7 41 % 32 
No answer 6 0 i 0 
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Will get worse 19 27 29 42 
No opinion 4 40 30 4 
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convinced that the state does not care in any way about 
ordinary people and catering to their interests. 


No less serious evidence of deepening political alien- 
ation is the ing political apathy of the population, 
the loss of interest in political actions of all-national 
significance. As is known, 35.5 percent of Russian citi- 
zens refused to participate in the referendum on 25 April 
1993. A survey conducted after the referendum showed 
that the subsequent sharp confrontation between federal 
bodies of executive and representative authority caused 
a negative reaction among the populace. Most people 
were ted that the bodies of authority used the 
results of the referendum to settle the score among 
themselves. 


Sociological surveys show that, in the opinion of Russian 
the damage to the prestige of authority was 
inflicted by the following factors: 


the fact that the promise to implement a radical 
economic reform without a catastrophic decline in the 
standard of living has not been kept; 


—chaos in lawmaking, as a result of which the over- 
whelming majority of people are not aware of legal 
reference points; legal nihilism on the part of the 
population is increasing; 

—a confrontation between the representative and exec- 
utive, federal and local institutions of authority; 


—bureaucratization of the apparatus of the bodies of 
state power and constant reshaping of power 
structures; 

—corruption among state functionaries. 


Of special interest is the population's attitude toward the 
Government of Russia. As had been the case with the 
government of the former USSR, it traditionally 
remained outside the field of attention of public opinion. 
For instance, only 10-15 percent of survey respondents 
expressed positive and 15-20 percent—negative opin- 
ions of the work of governments headed by Ryzhkov, 
Paviov, or Gaydar. Most Russian (between 40 and 60 
percent) did not have any firm opinion of this institution 
of state power at all. Similarly, most experts polled 
pointed out the vagueness of the government's actions, 
its tendency to cater to political trends. A serious argu- 
ment indicating deficiency on the pari of the govern- 
ment, from the standpoint of public opinion, also is that 
the population surveyed increasingly often expressed 
concern over the lack of authority in the country, 
explaining it not so much by political struggle as by 
atrophy of the system of state administration. 


Despite a more proactive position of the government 
headed by V. Chernomyrdin, it also remained until lately 
on the periphery of public opinion. For instance, 
according to the data of an all-Russia opinion poll 
conducted in April 1993, 41 percent of respondents 


17 February 1994 
could not define their attitude to this government, its 
ability to deal with socioeconomic problems of the 
country 
Among the reasons that many people are in 
tear titude toward the government ta win the 
system relations it traditionally appears as a 
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One of the factors of alienation of is the absence of 
a system of parties, which in fndustrially developed 
countries is the bulwark of the a ee 
evaluations and the data of orale 
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The dismantling of the authoritarian-bureaucratic model _ For the sake of minim the losses in the process of 
of administration and noneconomic coercion once again _ state administration, the are of considerable 
is being carried out by the bureaucracy itself. importance: 

In the process, the bureaucracy itself is expanding  —<Cteation of more effective “feedback” that will allow 
sharply. It is merging increasingly actively with the the bodies of authority to receive timely information 
shadow economy dealers. Sociological show that on the extent of the social well-being of the 


surveys 
arbitrariness of local bureaucracy is one of the main 
brakes of the people's entrepreneurial initiative. Up to 


economic ties, as well as the weakness of the legal base for 
iy eaicdtan of dan Gea 


Legal regulation of the national economy on the basis of 
numerous administrative acts is virtually no different 
from the fallacious method of managing it by decisions 
of the politburo of the CPSU Central Committee and the 


corporate 
interests and leads to a legal chaos. 


The overwhelming majority of the population surveyed 
are not aware of the normative acts that are being 
adopted. More than 50 percent of specialist cadres note 
great difficulties stemming from legislative confusion. 


keeper wher aye: Satan, ot mph fe me 
do not produce any visible success, they are aimed 
not so much at establishing a solid echelon of support in 
the form of parties, social movements, and interested 
population strata as they are at forming new authori- 
tarian structures. 


Democratic movements increasingly often distance 
themselves from authority. Former CPSU members, 
who, because of historic circumstances, represent the 
best-trained part of the population (skilled workers, the 
technical, scientific, and artistic intelligentsia, and 
others) are placed in the position of opposition to the 
policy of transformation. Contrary to objective need for 
civic consolidation, members of the ruling authority 
often provoke political, social, and economic squabbles, 
which choke the reforms. 


The authoritativeness, and therefore the ability to act, of 
authority are being undermined by farfetched promises to 
stabilize the economy within the next few months. 


People’s social experience tells them that this kind of 
populism is either the result of impatient self-assurance 
of the administrators or, which is worse, a deception. 
Despite all reassurances, there is growing anxiety and 


mass discontent over the protracted turmoil and unful- 
filled expectations of change for the better: Ninety per- 
cent of the population surveyed do not believe that life 
will improve within the next year or two. 


actions and political maneuvers may be on a collision 
course with the priorities of the government program 
of leading the country out of the crisis. Especially 


corruption, and feeds subjectivism in state adminis- 
tration. 


Outlines for Economic 
Glazyev Program for Civic, 


944E0456A Moscow RABOCHAYA TRIBUNA 
in Russian 9 Feb 94 pp 1-2 


[Article by Sergey Glazyev, chairman of the State 
Duma’s Committee for Economic Policy and doctor of 
economic sciences: “Prospect for Harmony: Sergey Gla- 
zyev’s Proposals for Restoring Civil Peace in Society and 
Improving Russia’s Economy”) 


[Text] Achieving broad social harmony is a 
condition 


and economic policy avenues for the sake of the population 
and the state. 


It cannot be ruled out that this is the last chance which, 
if not used, will put us into the irreversible process of 
unleashing an avalanche of social conflicts and the 
disintegration of society. 


The executive branch, which has put itself above society 
and the law since September of last year, should take the 











state property and the proper performance of state 


once and for all the real redistribution flows of resources 
and national wealth. This will permit opportunities to be 
found for conducting an effective policy in the area of 
stimulating the development of scientific and industrial 
potentials and a social and structural policy. Such a 
policy could include: determining the priorities in struc- 
turally reorganizing the economy, adopting state pro- 
grams for their realization, establishing special financial 
development institutions to stimulate investment 
activity, and rationalizing the tax system and the existing 
social insurance system. 


This set of measures should replace the cellular distribu- 
tion policy for preferential credits and budget appropri- 
ations, which is extremely convenient for those who love 
to fish in troubled waters and which is inaccessible to 
any honest examination. Credit emission should be put 
in order and formalized so that credits to finance the 
national economy will reach production facilities and 
contribute to realizing the priorities of the economy's 
structural reorganization and not whirl around in com- 
mercial bank accounts, incredibly enriching the people 
participating in their distribution. 


A clear and sound structural policy should replace the 
present vague practice of granting benefits and privileges 
to court firms and branches and the administration of 
state expenditures according to the principle: “We will 
give to this but we will not give to that.” State purchases 
and the granting of benefits should be done clearly in 
accordance with structural reorganization programs and 


investment and innovation activity, strong pressure for 
an increase in credit emissions, and high inflation) and 
political danger (the economic foundation for sepa- 
ratist movements and the disintegration of the coun- 
try’s economic space). 


The set of measures required to rationalize the industrial 
production structure and correct the violations in pro- 
Seen ene SS SS eS See 
chains for manufacturing complicated products, 

have occurred as a result of the adopted privatization 


(including amalgamations, 

shares, liquidations, the organization of 
nies, etc.), removing the ban on participating in the 
privatization of enterprises with more than a 25-percent 
share of state ownership, and stimulating the establish- 
ment of financial industrial groups. 


The same thing pertains to the state’s import and export 
operations. Strict implementation of already adopted 
decisions concerning the competitive distribution of 
export orders for state needs and the competitive deter- 
mination of firms to deliver centralized imports and 


departments, which are responsible for purchasing and 
distributing centrally imported goods, delay transferring 
the earnings from their sale to the budget for months, 
essentially concealing an embezzlement of state property 
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[Article from the trade unions’ information center: 
“Arbitrary Rule Will Not Go!”] 
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the issuing of joint stock in the trade unions’ sanitarium 
and health resort system. 


It is impossible to call the actions of the Social Insurance 
Fund’s leadership anything other than arbitrariness since 
they were completely contrary to a whole series of legal 
acts. We will mention only the main ones. In the new 
Russian Federation Constitution, it is written: “Any 
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fund was retracting its claims to the property of the trade 
unions’ sanitarium and health resort installations. 


The directors of the branch trade unions, which are in 
the Federation of Independent Trade Unions of Russia, 
unanimously spoke out in their meeting also for abro- 
gating the fund chairman’s decree of 17 January. 


Word for Word 


“The leadership of the Social Insurance Fund and its 


count on us. Let it establish a new machinery whose size 
will increase by far. It will barely live on the percentages, 
which are withheld from wages for social insurance. 
Nothing will remain for payments. 


“Let them know in the fund that our protest is not a 
mutiny by the Federation of Independent Trade Union 
of Russia leaders. The boycott will be universal—from 
the top to the bottom. 


“We will invite Yu. Shatyrenko to visit us and we will 
put the question to him point-blank: Either he revokes 
his decrees or we will be forced to look for other ways.” 
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Polis Show Decline in Industrial Activity, Trend 
Te Continue 


944E04444A Moscow DELOVOY MIR in Russian 
28 Jan 94 p § 


{Text] Another December survey of directors of 162 
industrial enterprises in Moscow and Moscow Oblast 
using » unified Luropean testing methodology have not 
revealed any optimism. Production is folding fastest at 
enterprises in the light and woodworking sectors. Dissat- 
isfaction with the volume of output has reached a record 
level of 83 percent in December. For 81 percent of 
enterprises the demand in December was inadequate. 





Results of the Current Trends Survey (in percents of the total answer) 
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ferential (the indicator of the speed of change 
process) fell over one month from -37 percent 


dissatisfaction over the state of affairs at enterprises. The 
share of “below norm” answers reached a record level of 
83 percent in December. In December 1992 this indi- 
cator stood at 66 percent. The traditionally high dissat- 
isfaction with the December volume of output in 
machine building (80-91 percent) was “fortified” by an 
increase in the share of “below norm” replies at enter- 
prises in the woodworking (from 61 percent to 89 
percent) and light (from 68 percent to 83 percent) 
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vs. 85 percent in November), and woodworking (67 
percent vs. 62 percent in November) industries. 
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i (39 percent). At enterprises in the 
food processing, and printing industry the 
answer was “no change.” Production growth is 

only in the woodworking industry, where the share of 
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dropped 
from 96 percent in tember to 81 percent in 


December. A lower level of inflationary expectations was 
last registered in October 1992 (79 percent). The smallest 


“will increase”-“will decline” measured at 56 percent), 
the (67 percent), and machine 
building (78 percent). 

Telephone (095) 433-25-18 

Fax (095) 437-51-60 


944E0423A Moscow MOSKOVSKIYE NOVOSTI 
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service, foreign workers, including Ukrainians, 
presently in Russia must be “licensed” and 


f 


A foreign worker has the 
right to receive the same types of medical, cultural, and 
sports-related services as do his Russian colleagues, as 











Consumer Rights Protection Fund Discussed 


944E0459A Moscow DELOVOY MIR in Russian 
No 20, 31 Jan-6 Feb 94 p 19 


[Interview with A. Kalinin, National Consumer Protec- 
tion Fund general director, by DELOVOY MIR corre- 
spondent M. Gelman: “Rabkrin Is Returning . 

ar Protection Is a Matter for Consumers Them- 


[Text] The law is the law. For it to work, the appropriate 


control committee functioned, for better or ill. 


On the problems of consumer rights protection, which 
affects the country’s entire population, DELOVOY MIR 


Protection Fund, Aleksandr Kalinin. 


{DELOVOY MIR} Aleksandr Yakovievich, with what 
purpose was your fund created, and what are its func- 
tions and legal base? 


[Kalinin] The Consumer Rights Fund is an ex 
ary, independent, noncommercial, charitable 
with a social orientation. Its chief task is to unify the 


Exchange, the Dialog-Bank, the Estra Financial- 
Industrial Company AO (joint-stock company), the 
Energogarant insurance joint-stock company, the 
Norilskiy Nikel concern, the Germes-Tsentr bank, the 
Soyuz-Germes AO, the Certification VNII (all-Russian 
scientific research institute), and others. 


At present, the fund is implementing three programs: 
financial-economic, informational-propaganda, and 


monetary 

ities for the rights and legal interests of consumers and 
the support of the consumer movement, while taking 
into account the multiplicity of its forms and struc- 
tures. It is also creating in Russia centers and labora- 


compilation of a list of goods that do not meet man- 
datory safety requirements, the organization of 
counter-advertising for the producers of those goods, 
the organization of consumers’ legal defense, and the 


tors working in the organized consumer movement. 


Moreover, the fund is participating in international 
programs, preparing proposals for Russia’s government 
and goods producers on common state and regional 
programs for the development of the production of 
goods, jobs, and services, as well as facilitating the 
development of entrepreneurship and the formation of a 
competitive environment in the consumer market. 


In order to carry out the tasks identified by the fund, 
centers have been organized for the assortment and 
quality of goods and services, technical expertise, and 
certification of items of automotive and tractor 








[DELOVOY MIR] What guides those wishing to join 
your fund or to help it? Are they moved by altruism or 
economic interest? 


[Kalinin] There has always been some tension with 
“altruism.” The market is forcing people to strive for 
checks and balances of mutual interests. Their motiva- 
tions differ, however. For example, it is profitable for 
banks to support financial relations with us. The Noril- 
skiy Nikel concern has an interest in social protection for 
its 170,000-person collective working under difficult 
conditions above the Arctic Circle. The difference 
between our fund and the various other consumer asso- 
ciations is that only juridical persons can be members of 
the fund; however, we render assistance, above all legal, 
to all consumers. With our small staff of nine, we are 
helped in this by more than 300 experts free of charge, 
among them scientists, economists, and jurists. 


The main reason behind the fund, however, was to 
facilitate the implementation of consumer rights laws, 


the Commission on the European Communities, and 
several other organizations. 


Since our fund is charitable, our sponsors and investors 
are accorded the benefits envisioned by legislation if 
they invest their funds in charitable projects, which is 
what the programs carried out by the fund for certifying 
children’s toys and children’s food are, as are the sepa- 
rate funds for protection and safety (there are more than 
a thousand types, and their production employs about 
800 enterprises in the country). Whereas the certification 
of items of automotive and tractor machine-building is 
not considered a charitable act. 


[DELOVOY MIR] What part of the spectrum of con- 
sumer rights covers the activities of your fund? Do you 
poe | the rights of enterprises as consumers of various 
outpu 
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same throughout the world. This allows us to weigh a 
kilo of potatoes identically in Moscow and Nyu-Vasyuki. 


[Kalinin] We have already run into these problems. Ques- 
tions arise, for example, about how to certify banking 
services. Therefore we support the idea of creating both a 
centers, in particular, a center for the monitoring and 
certification of the radiation safety of consumer output. 
Several specialized centers mentioned above have already 
been created with our support. 


[DELOVOY MIR] Isn’t it obviously just as important to 
monitor safety in the operation of machines and mech- 
anisms utilized in rendering various services? Especially 
the means of transport, for which it makes sense to have 
built in a permanently functioning systei of oversight, 
and possibly certification as well, with sensors at all 
danger points. Such systems make it possible to avert 
catastrophes at the early stages of their conception, when 
deviations of parameters from norms arise only at dis- 
crete points and their number does not exceed a certain 
level of danger. Apart from safety, this makes it possible 
to increase significantly the intervals between capital 
repairs of technical means and, consequently, the 
resource of their work will grow, which will also create a 
significant economic effect. 


[Kalinin] In order to supply information for the work 

the fund and the centers being created, we are planning 
to organize an electronic dat. bank, which will include 
all certified output. This means it can become a part of 


i a 
DELOVOY MIR will not refuse our offer to be a part of 
these efforts. 


[DELOVOY MIR] With the release of prices and the 
beginning of the devastating devaluation of money, the 
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[Kalinin] We can’t, for all practical purposes. However, 
we are determined to undertake several steps. After all, 
given monopolism, many prices are born from the desire 
to rip as much as possible out of the consumer’s pocket 
for personal consumption. Therefore these people have 

















: Hit i 
} Ft i ; jah HEE: 
HLH 
uit i: HH i 
i Hite il i Ea i 
i rT < a Hi ' Ae 
ae ill a ili i Ha 
Hd H8 ' HGH sii: Hit 
sn ills i | F UG SENT 
tt Hat Ht ite i 
mh i ceohane i Hl att i 
oe Lon te alii His 
iid aid WE if iB; HIE i Hh i 


















































| } i f alalalala duten Het Hat i 
Hi : ne ub eatin 
i} i Hr ME tat ib 

a iat i tee ale einer i 

‘ lt it ; laine ro a lt iti Wil ii 
i iH ii i, TT i i lig “eet rete fa i i 
Teac MM HE EA 
i HE if | ! tit | Ly 
bili FF We Hi iil Hy 
i: ‘ ss i 





In the first decades of the uranium boom a researcher 
working in the atomic energy field could publish scien- 
tific works which did not deal with uranium with all the 


was extended to all scientists who were working with 
uranium. Even if the author of a completely harmless 
article did not mention uranium in previously published 
works. Even when secrets which they endeavored to 

were lost because of circumstances, this did 
not stop those in control of universal secrecy. After the 
Prague spring was smothered, the head of uranium 
geology in Czechoslovakia, Vladimir Ruzhechka, did not 
return home. In a book published in Canada in the 
mid-1970’s, he revealed the uranium resources not only 
of Eastern Europe, but the Soviet Union as well. But like 
a mosquito which continues sucking blood by inertia 
when its belly has been cut off, so the illuminated 
skyscraper of domestic secrecy has continued to increase 
the number of its stories. 
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ditions in the late 1940's, and urgently put together a 
specialized geological exploration expedition and a 
second expedition to conduct scientific support for the 
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their chief accountants, and employees of the 
first that is, the ones who forgot long ago how 
to hold a *s hammer—or never did know how, 
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But what comes with the declassification of uranium, 
aside from a belated quiet satisfaction? Its features as a 
more “cosmopolitan” environment than other ores help 
to “get into” the general natural laws of ore formation. 
So the tens of thousands of volumes of handwritten 
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standing 
up to the competition in any market of scientific knowl- 
edge, is concentrated in them. The only question is 
whether we are really able to enter these steel doors. 





who was a roommate of mine. A 30-year-old 
physician, a cardiologist—a former physician, of 
course—was on another bed, next to a barred window. 
A third patient lay on a made-up bed next to the door. 
He had a most unique tattoo on his completely bared 
chest from which it would be immediately clear to a 


slammer what this man has done time for 
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Why did the newspaper need this particular 
report? The words “drug business” 
increasing frequency in presentations by 
employees of the prosecutor’s offices and the mili 
Some 1.5 million Russians use narcotics permanen 
Specialists project that this number will double in five to 
six years. The prospects are dismal, especially if we take 
into account the fact that in the last 10 years narcotics- 
related crime has increased by a factor of three. 


So far, our situation has been different from that in the 
region of the so-called “golden triangle” (Burma, Laos, 
Vietnam). The domestic drug business is not yet on a par 
with the Medellin cartel from South America. However, 
there is enough reason to worry because on issues of 
crime we frequently also find ourselves “ahead of the 
entire planet.” 


What influenced my roommates in deciding “to get 
hooked,” join the “sniffers,” or pop “pills” and do 
“grass?” The 30-year-old cardiologist injected himself 
with promedol while still a student. Why? His colleague 
from the institute had promised unheard-of bliss. Then 
he injected himself another time, and rolled downhill. 
He could no longer do without two injections a day. 
Meanwhile, life went on. He graduated from the institute 
and got married. However, on learning that her husband 
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Nikolay Nikolayevich was indignant: “We consulted gotten underway here, too....” 
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